








thus able to direct many of our calls for help to these agen-
cies. On the other hand, we are directly involved with many
clients through our soup kitchens held in one or other of our
member churches each weekday, and through our efforts to
make food bank packages more mutritious by assisting with
the purchase of protein, such as milk, meat, eggs.

One of our most interesting assignments was in May 1998.
We were called to help the Salvation Army welcome refil-
gees from Kosovo. We found our Neighbourlink was able
to mobilize a large number of volunteers from our member
churches in amatter of hours. Our volunteers from
Cobourg and Port Hope would be at the Trenton air base
around 9 pm to meet the refugees off their flight from
Europe. Besides providing a warm and comforting smile,
our main task was to check their shoes to ensure they had no
earth on them that would contaminate agricultural land here.

We very recently held two fundraising and social
events. One was a performance of Charles Dicken’s
Christmas Carol plus music at one of our member
churches with participation by two members of our
board. The other was a lunch arranged to coincide with
a visit to St. Peter's, Cobourg, by Archbishop Fred
Hiltz, the head (or Primate) of the Anglican Church of
Canada. He expressed much interest in ways churches
can work together, especially in helping people in
need. Not only did this raise consciousness at a senior
level about what we do, but it raised nearly $500 for
our food assistance programs
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An ecumenical NL gathering
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The head of the Anglican Church of Canada,
Archbishop Fred Hiliz (centre) recently attended a
NeighbourLink fimdraising lunch in Cobourg. Here
he’s seen with six of the priests and pastors from some
of the Neighbour Link Northumberiand churches.

From left: Captain Debbie Sinclair, Salvation Army;
Rev. Claire Wade, Anglican; Rev. Ewen Butler, Pente-
costal; Rev. Andrew Truter, Calvary Baplist; Rev.
Narncy Lester, United; and Rev. Andre Turcotte, Alli-
ance. Also present, but not shown Rev, John Suk,
Christian Reformed.

How one veteran
Program Director sees

NeighbourLink’s role

By Liz Dowswell
Program director, Sarnia-Lambion

s an outreach ministry of our churches, our

NeighbourLink leaders seek to find opportunities
in our communities through which we can reach our
neighbours in need. Each community has different
gaps in service so each NeighbourLink must find
unique programs and services that are needed.

In at least two NeighbourLlinks, including my own,
we have enlarged our boundaries in the past couple of
years from the city to the county so churches are
needed more than ever these days to serve the areas
around them.

There are several types of volunteer opportunities to
consider. It seems, at least in my community, many
people desire to serve
in some capacity, but
are hesitant to be di-
rectly involved with

“God may have a
different unique goal

vulnerable people 107 €ach NeighbourLink
unknown to them. and through prayer we
Projects suchas ac- iyt find our direction.”

tivity bags for chil-

dren in crisis situations, handwork to the nursing
homes, teams working together to offer household
needs such as beds, bedding and cribs, give opportuni-
ties to these volunteers.

There will always be a need for those individuals who
enjoy meeting and working directly with the families
who call on our services, but we are all important to
the operation of this ministry. Volunteers are also
busy as phone volunteers, database entry, Board of
Directors, Treasurers, and Coordinators within the net-
work of churches. Even our Prayer Coordinators have
an important role to play in this organization.

As a ministry, an important facet of the growth and
vitality of serving in our communities is the factor of
prayer and God’s direction for the direction of our spe-
cific Neighbourlink. God may have a different unique
goal for each NeighbourLink and through prayer we
will find our direction. 0
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