




US population live lNithin a six-hour drive of Chat­
ham-Kent. 

Chatham-Kent is a blend of connnunities, each lNith 
their 0\V1l history and unique character. From bustling 
urban centres to rural settings, Chatham-Kent offers a 
choice of business locations. 

NeighbourLink Chatham-Kent started in 2006 and has 
now grown to 23 member churches lNith over 250 vol­
unteers in our network. The denominations involved 
are, Anglicans, Baptist, Congregational, Christian Re­
formed, First Reformed, :Missionary Alliance, Trinity 
Associated Reformed Presbyterian, United and Pente­
costals. 

One of the key things I hear over and over again from 
our volunteers is how wonderful it is to work lNith 
Christians from other denominations. The true 'Body 
of Christ' working together what an example we are 
setting in the world today. 

I would guess that over 90% of our clients are on So­
cial Services and live in poverty. 

In 2009 our volunteers put in over 9000 hours of their 
time helping the people in our connnunity. 

Our top three requests are: 

• Furniture delivery 
• Food and food issues: Connnunity Gardens, Com­

munity Kitchens 

• Rides: To appointments, groceries etc. 

We have had a wonderful opportunity to work together 
lNith a ministry called Loads of Love which is a minis­
try of one of our member churches. It is a warehouse 
that provides clothing, shoes, household items and fur­
niture for the people in need in our connnunity. These 
items are provided for NL clients at no charge. In No­
vember we moved into a new facility lNith Loads of 
Love. What a blessing. They have a huge warehouse 
lNith an open shO\vroom, people from the general pub­
lic can come in and purchase low cost items for their 
families. 

We also have access to a food pantry from one of our 
member churches. We still refer clients to the other 
food banks, but for emergencies we can use this food 
pantry. Other member churches help to stock this fcxxl 
pantry. 

In 2007 our Board took a trip to Grand Rapids to visit 
Love Inc (Love In the Name of Christ), a USA minis­
try that also began lNith World Vision. 
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NeighbourLink Chatham-Kent serves an area oj 
South- Western Ontario with a population oj over 
108 000 and blends urban and rural commWlities. 
St;ted in 2006, it now has 23 member clmrches. 

Since that visit our vision is to move towards a more 
relational ministry where on-going clients can have 
weekly mentors to help lNith budgeting etc. 

We are also encouraging member churches to take on a 
specific ministry such as bicycle, crib or laundry min­
istry. 

Dimma Lalonde Network Coordinator 

NeighbourLink Northumberland 

N orthumberland County is on the North shore of 
Lake Ontario, opposite Rochester New York, and 

midway between Toronto and Kingston. It is primarily 
a rural area and Cobourg, lNith a population of 18,000, 
is its largest to\VJl. NeighbourLink Northumberland 
consists of 13 churches of 11 different denominations 
It has operated since November 1993 entirely lNith vol­
unteers, including its program directors, of which there 
are currently three. Originally called NeighbourLink 
Cobourg and District, it changed its name in 2008 to 
become county-lNide. This necessitated installing a 1-
800 phone number to overcome problems of having 
three area codes lNithin the county. 

We have always enjoyed good support in the connnu­
nity. In fact, the mayor of Cobourg, Peter Delanty, on 
the occasion of the our 10th armiversary stated: "I have 
watched NeighbourLink develop and evolve, and 
know of no other connnunity in which many churches, 
of different denominations, work together so effec­
tively in helping raise the quality of life of those of its 
citizens lNith special needs," 

We lNitnessed many changes over the years, some caused 
by an influx of social agencies in our connnurrities. We are 
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thus able to direct many of our calls for help to these agen­
cies. On the other hand, we are directly involved IN.ith many 
clients through our soup kitchens held in one or other of our 
member churches each weekday, and through our efforts to 
make fcxxl bank packages more nutritious by assisting IN.i.th 
the purchase of protein, such as milk, meat, eggs. 

One of our most interesting assigrnnents was in:May 1998. 
We were called to help the Salvation Army welcome refu­
gees from Kosovo. We found our NeighbourLink was able 
to mobilize alarge number of volunteers from our member 
churches in amatter ofhoUfS. Ourvohmteers from 
Cobourg and Port Hope would be at the Trenton air base 
around 9 pm to meet the refugees off their flight from 
Europe. Besides providing a warm and comforting smile, 
our main task was to check their shoes to ensure they had no 
earth on them that would contaminate agricu1tura11and here. 

We very recently held two fundraising and social 
events. One was a perronnance of Charles Dicken's 
Christmas Carol plus music at one of our member 
churches IN.i.th participation by two members of our 
board. The other was a lunch arranged to coincide IN.i.th 
a visit to st. Peter's, Cobourg, by Archbishop Fred 
Hiltz, the head (or Primate) of the Anglican Church of 
Canada. He expressed much interest in ways churches 
can work together, especially in helping people in 
need. Not only did this raise consciousness at a senior 
level about what we do, but it raised nearly $500 for 
our food assistance programs 

Bev Hayne, Marilyn McGarreli and Pat Weller, 
Program Directors. 

An ecumenical NL gathering 

The head ojthe Anglican Clmrch ojC(JJJ(K/a, 
Archbishop Fred Hiltz (centre) recently attended a 
NeighbourLinkjundraising hmch in Cobourg. Here 
he's seen with six ojthe priests andpastorsjrom some 
ojthe NeighbourLink Northumberland churches. 

From left: Captain Debbie Sinclair, Salvation Army; 
Rev. Claire Wade, Anglican; Rev. Ewen Butler, Pente­
costal; Rev. Andrew Truter, Calvary Baptist; Rev. 
Nancy Lester, United; and Rev. Andre Turcotte, Alli­
ance. Also present, but not shown Rev, Jofm Suk, 
Christian RefJrmed. 
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How one veteran 
Program Director sees 
NeighbourLink's role 
By Liz Dowswell 
Program director, Samia-Lambton 

As an outreach ministry of our churches, our 
NeighbourLink leaders seek to find opportunities 

in our communities through which we can reach our 
neighbours in need. Each connnunity has different 
gaps in service so each NeighbourLink must find 
unique programs and services that are needed. 

In at least two NeighbourLlinks, including my 0\VJl, 

we have enlarged our boundaries in the past couple of 
years from the city to the county so churches are 
needed more than ever these days to serve the areas 
around them. 

There are several types of volunteer opportunities to 
consider. It seems, at least in my community, many 
people desire to serve 
in some capacity, but 
are hesitant to be di­
rectly involved lNith 
vulnerable people 
unknmv:n to them. 

"God may have a 
different unique goal 

for each NeighbourUnk 
and through prayer we 

Projects such as ac- will find our direction. II 
tivity bags for cltil-
dren in crisis situations, handwork to the nursing 
homes, teams working together to offer household 
needs such as beds, bedding and cribs, give opportuni­
ties to these volunteers. 

There will always be a need for those individuals who 
enjoy meeting and working directly lNith the families 
who call on our services, but we are all important to 
the operation of this ministry. Volunteers are also 
busy as phone volunteers, database entry, Board of 
Directors, Treasurers, and Coordinators lNithin the net­
work of churches. Even our Prayer Coordinators have 
an important role to play in this organization. 

As a ministry, an important facet of the grmvth and 
vitality of serving in our communities is the factor of 
prayer and God's direction for the direction of our spe­
cific NeighbourLink. God may have a different unique 
goal for each NeighbourLink and through prayer we 
will find our direction. 0 
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